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In the face of Japanese victories, Roosevelt started, wherever
possible, to sound out feeling concerning the peace terms and to
press for an early conclusion of the Russo-Japanese war. In view
of his unsatisfactory relations with the Russian Government, Roo-
sevelt acted through Berlin (this helped produce a certain rap-
prochement between the American and German Governments in
these years). Roosevelt's efforts, however, were not successful
so long as Russia could hope to score at least a partial success. Not
until June, 1905, when the battle of Tsushima was lost, did both
parties agree to the proposal of Roosevelt and Wilhelm II to con-
vene a peace conference.

Germany's policy during the Russo-Japanese war was a series
of complicated moves and intrigues which often puzzled other

f)vernments. Before the war started Germany had encouraged
ussia to oppose Japan; it appeared that Germany intended to join
Russia in case of a military conflict. Actually the German idea
behind these moves was to divert Russia's attention (and her
armies) from Europe and to isolate France. A protraction of the war
was therefore advantageous to Berlin. A weakening of Russia and
loss of Russian prestige strengthened Germany's position in relation
to France, the "hereditary enemy."

Documents published a few decades after the war reveal the
existence of a conflict between the Kaiser and his Chancellor de-
veloping out of this war. Wilhelm II feared the growing revolu-
tionary movement in Russia and wanted to see the Tsar emerge
victorious from the Far Eastern war; besides, his personal theory
concerning the "yellow peril" was still alive. His government, on
the other hand, and especially the shrewd von Billow, regarded
Russia's internal affairs with more equanimity than did the Kaiser
and were more concerned with Germany's grosse Politik. Heated
discussions took place between Wilhelm and von Biilow, The
Chancellor rejected the "yellow peril" theory and disapproved
the Kaiser's exaggerated interest in the personality and autocratic
methods of the Russian Tsar. No, Wilhelm replied to his Chan-
cellor, I cannot follow your road. I am myself an Emperor, and
have the duty to assist the Emperor of Russia. The dualism in Ger-
many's policy during the war was manifest.

The two monarchs corresponded with one another, the Kaiser
advising the Tsar to xesist Japan and even to send his best regiments